
 

EMERGENCY GRADE SYSTEM 

DUAL ENROLLMENT 

 

Why is there an Emergency Grade System? 

The COVID-19 emergency, and the resulting closure of college campuses and transition to remote 

instruction, has created access and learning challenges for many Virginia Community College System 

(VCCS) students. To ensure that students’ academic progress is not adversely impacted, the VCCS is 

instituting a default Pass/Withdraw/Incomplete grading scale for Spring 2020 classes that were not 

scheduled to end before April 6.  Students do have the option to receive letter grades if they so 

choose. 

 

What is the Emergency Grade System? 

The Emergency Grading System is primarily a Pass system. As noted in the chart below, students will 

receive one of the following grades: 

Grade What does the 
Grade Mean? 

How does it Apply? 

P+ Pass with a grade 
of “C” or higher 

A grade of P+ will not impact a student’s GPA.  Per SCHEV guidance, public 
Virginia universities* have agreed to accept this grade.  Applicants to the 
DSLCC Associate Degree Nursing and Practical Nursing Programs receiving a 
P+ in prerequisite courses will have their average counted as 2.5 for 
admission to the program. 

P- Pass with a grade 
of “D” 

A grade of P- will not impact a student’s GPA.  P- can be used to satisfy 
prerequisite requirements for DSLCC course; however, does NOT satisfy 
admissions requirements in prerequisite courses for DSLCC nursing programs. 

W Withdraw 
 

A student may withdraw up until April 28.  Faculty will withdraw students 
who receive a failing grade. 

I Incomplete The faculty member and student may agree to a plan to complete remaining 
course requirements no later than the end of the Fall 2020 semester.  

* As of this writing, the University of Virginia will accept P+ grades for purposes of admission only but 

not for awarding credit. 

 

Will P+ and P- Grades Count Towards Degree Completion and Graduation Requirements? 

Emergency grades will not be factored into the student’s DSLCC GPA.  Both P+ and P- grades will be 

counted towards course completion and graduation requirements for required courses.  

 

Will P+ and P- Grades Count for Courses that are Prerequisites for other Courses? 

Both P+ and P- grades can be used to satisfy prerequisite requirements for DSLCC courses.  The P- grade 

does NOT satisfy admissions requirements in prerequisite courses for DSLCC nursing programs. 

 

Withdraw – W Grades 

Students may initiate withdrawals from Spring 2020 classes through April 28.  When submitting grades 

to DSLCC, faculty will withdraw students who earn a failing grade.   



 

How will P/W/I Grades Transfer? 

The State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) has received assurances from all public 

colleges and universities in Virginia that courses graded P+ will be awarded transfer credit.  *Note* As of 

this writing, the University of Virginia will accept P+ grades for purposes of admission but not for 

awarding credit. It is the hope of the VCCS that private and for-profit colleges and universities in Virginia 

and public, private, and for-profit colleges and universities in other states will accept P+ grades for 

transfer, but the decision will rest with those institutions. Students planning to transfer to those schools 

should check with them about how the P+ grade will transfer. W grades will appear on the student’s 

transcript but will not count for course completion. I grades must be completed by the end of the Fall 

term or they will become W grades. 

 

How will other Colleges and Universities know what the P+ and P- Grades Mean? 

A note will be placed on the student’s transcript indicating what the P+ and P- grades mean. 

What is the Letter Grade Option? 
Students may opt out of the Emergency Grade System.  This means they will receive a grade of A, B, C, 
D, or F for the course.  Students who take the Letter Grade option should know that 

1. You will be assigned a letter grade of A, B, C, D, or F instead of a P+, P-, W, or I. 
2. Once you choose a Letter Grade option, you may not change back to the Emergency Grade system. 
3. You must opt into a letter grade on or before April 28, 11:59 PM.  
4. A letter grade (A, B, C, D, or F) WILL impact your DSLCC Grade Point Average (GPA). 
5. A grade of P+, P-, W, or I WILL NOT impact you DSLCC Grade Point Average (GPA). 

How Do I Request a Letter Grade? 

To request a letter grade, students will email their teacher with the Subject Heading: Letter Grade 

Request. In the body of the email, students will provide their name, the name of the course, and the 

statement, “I request a letter grade for [name of course].”  The email must be submitted by April 28, 

11:59 PM. 


